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7.    DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE    THE    PRESENT    AND   ORIGINAL    (it  known)    PHYSICAL    APPEARANCE 

The  Custom  House  District  of  15.9  acres  includes  the  property  v/ithin  a 
line  beginning  at  #1  Faneuil  Hall  Square  turning  south  on  Merchants  Row 
for  one  block,  .turning  east  on  Chatham  Street,  turning  south  on  Commercial 
Street,  turning  east  on  State  Street,  turning  south  at  the  central  artery 
of  the  John  F.  Fitzgerald  Expressway  continuing  along  the  artery  to  High 
Street,  continuing  west  on  High  Street  to  northwest  on  Batterymarch, 
turning  east  on  Kilby  Place,  turning  north  at  the  back  lot  line  of  #30 
Kilby  Street,  turning  west  on  Bangs  Alley,  turning  north  at  the  back  lot 
line  of  #15  Broad  Street,  and  west  of  #99  State  Street,  turning  west  on 
State  Street  and  north  to  the  side  lot  line  of  #74  State  Street,  including 
the  back  lot  line  of  #10  Merchants  Row  and  #1  Faneuil  Hall  Square. 

The  Custom  House  District  is  an  exhibit  of  mixed  commercial  archi- 
tecture reflecting  Boston's  development  as  a  major  mercantile  city. 
Originally,  State  and  its  extension.  Long  Wharf,  plus  Kilby  and  Batterymarch 
St.  viere   the  streets  which  converged  with  the  early  wharves  and  their  scat- 
tering of  small  buildings.  State  Street,  existing  since  Boston's  founding, 
was  extended  to  Long  Wharf  in  1710.  This  street  and  active  pier  formed  the 
main  link  from  the  waterfront  to  Washington  Street,  the  central  axis  to  the 
neck.  Chatham  Street  was  laid  in  1825  as  part  of  the  Quincy  Market  develop- 
ment to  improve  market  facilities  at  Faneuil  Hall.  The  resulting  six  new 
streets  lined  with  stores  'and  warehouses  held  the  over  flow  of  goods  from 
Merchant's  Row  (laid  in  1708). 

In  1805  the  Broad  Street  Association  led  by  Uriah  Cotting,  with  Charles 
Bulfinch  as  planner,  began  a  development  which  altered  the  colonial  water- 
front both  north  and  south  of  Long  Wharf.  By  a  land  fill  operation  south 
of  Long  Wharf,  they  organized  a  street  pattern  dominated  by  two  wide  streets,  n 
Broad  and  India,  which  generally  followed  the  contours  of  the  harbor  and 
were  crossed  by  smaller  access  streets.  Combined  with  the  contiguous  areas 
of  the  Markets  and  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  financial  center  on  State  Street, 
this  expanded  district  became  the  center  of  Boston'' s  merchant  energies 
through  the  early  years  of  the  19th  century. 

MAJOR  STRUCTURES 

The  oldest  buildings  (c.  1810)  in  this  district  are  #5,  7,  63-73, 
64-70,  72,  102  Broad  Street  and  #175  Milk  Street(l).  These  Federal  style 


m 
m 


buildings  are  the  remnants  of  those  erected  from  the  design  of  Bulfinch 
for  the  Broad  Street  Association.  Each  building  is  of  brick  and  was 
originally  4  stories  in  height  with  flared  lintels,  the  4th  story  windows 
being  characteristically  smaller  and  square.  The  cornice  was  a  simple 
brick  imitation  of  dentils  and  a  string  course  of  stone  separated  the 
stories.  Originally  the  street  level  consisted  of  a  central  doorway 
flanked  by  two  windows.  Hipped  roofs  topped  the  edifices.  Although 
significant  alterations  to  window  openings,  ground  floors,  and  roof  lines 
have  occurred,  the  Federal  style  and  scale  is  still  clearly  preserved. 

Central  Wharf (2)  at  146-176  Milk  Street  (1819)  consisted  of  a  row  of 
54  brick  stores  down  the  center  of  a  wharf  and  formed  the  continuation  of 
Milk  Street.  Surviving  today  are  only  eight  of  the  original  fifty-four 
units.  Like  the  other  Federal-style  buildings  in  this  district,  each  unit 
consisted  of  4  stories,  three  bays  with  two  six  over  six  pane  sashes 
flanking  a  central  doorway  at  street  level  and  capped  by  a  hipped  roof. 
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STATEMENT   OF   SIGNIFICANCE  -,  e-       r-  '       U  4-      ^ 

The  Custom  House  district  is  significant  as  an  examp  e  of  foresighted 
urban  planning,  by  the  Broad  Street  Associates,  which  allowed  for  the 
evolution  of  a  district  of  commercial  architecture, reflective  of  a 
continually  growing  and  prosperous  mercantile  Boston. 

The  Federal  style  buildings  on  Broad  and  Milk  Streets  are  the  sole 
surviving  examples  of  the  planned  effort  by  Charles  Bulfinch  to  create 
order  for  waterfront  commerce.  Building  requirements  were  specified  and 
adhered  to  for  the  sake  of  unity  and  the  cohesive  pattern  of  this  develop- 
ment can  still  be  observed.  The  small  scale,  mass,  and  fenestration  of 
the  Federal  style  is  particularly  noteworthy  in  this  district  where  later 
more  monumental  styles  are  interwoven. 

Central  Wharf  built  by  1819  is  the  only  remaining  brick  structure 
that  exemplifies  the  architecture  of  Boston's  early  eighteenth  century 
wharves   Similar  to  Bulfinch's  India  Wharf  (demolished  by  1968)  and  the 
other  Federal-style  buildings  in  this  district.  Central  Wharf  is  easily 
distinguished  in  McKinley  Square  -  beside  the  monumental  granite  edifices 

Built  by  Ammi  B.  Young  between  1834-47  the  Custom  House  on  the  cor- 
ner of  India  and  State  Streets  was  originally  at  the  water's  edge,  an 
ideal  location  for  its  use.  With  inspiration  from  classical  Greece,  the 
revival  style  was  found  to  be  an  appropriate  architectural  form  to  express 
the  confidence  and  dignity  of  an  emerging  Boston.  As  a  Federally-owned 
building,  it  was  not  bound  by  the  city's  125'  height  restriction,  and,  thus, 
when  the  tower  was  added,  between  1913  and  1915,  it  became  the  first 

skyscraper  in  Boston.  „i4j„„ 

The  Grain  and  Flour  Exchange,  designed  by  Shepley,  Rutan  and  Coolidge 
in  1890-92,  commands  the  area  of  McKinley  Square.  Its  rounded  massing 
provides  a  striking  contrast  in  scale,  form  and  character  to  the  other- 
brick  and  granite  buildings.  This  structure  is  one  of  the  fine  examples 
of  Romanesaue  Revival  architecture  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Granite  structures  were  the  pride  of  mid-nineteenth  century  Boston. 
The  new  technology  for  transporting  large  blocks  of  granite  catalyzed 
the  change  in  scale  of  commercial  buildings.  Small  brick  warehouses  and 
v/harf  buildings  gave  way  to' monum.ental  blocks  of  granite.  Economy  of 
detail  in  these  buildings  places  greater  emphasis  on  the  massive  form. 
Graaite  warehouses  were  built  in  great  numbers  from  the  1820 's  to  1860  s, 
but  only  a  few  survive  to  reflect  the  power  and  prosperity  of  this 
mercantile  port. 
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7.  Continued 

Presently,  ground  floor  alterations  and  additional  floors  on  several  units 
exist,  yet  the  original  window  pattern,  brick,  and  general  scale  are  still 
retained. 

The  Custom  House(3)  at  McKinley  Square  is  a  prime  example  of  the  Greek 
Revival  style.  Basically  a  version  of  a  Doric  temple,  the  longitudinal 
axis  is  crossed  by  a  truncated  axis  with  the  crossing  originally  covered 
by  a  saucer  dome.  A  giant  Doric  colonnade  surrounds  the  two  story  granite 
structure  which  is  set  on  a  high  basement.  Under  the  pedimented  gable 
ends,  entrance  is  reached  by  a  flight  of  steps.  The  reposed  templar 
design  was  altered  earlier  in  this  century  when  its  dome  was  removed,  and 
a  16  story  office  tower  was  constructed. 

Opposite  the  Custom  House  is  the  Flour  and  Grain  Exchange(4),  177 
Milk  Street,  illustrating  the  medieval izing  trend  in  later  Victorian 
architecture.  Its  blunt  rounded  granite  facade  and  steep  conical  roof 
give  the  structure  a  picturesque  silhouette  as  well  as  indicating  its 
massive  volume.  The  fenestration  is  arranged  under  connecting  three  story 
arches  to  emphasize  the  trading  floor.  String  courses  at  each  floor  level 
provide  a  horizontal  emphasis  contrasting  the  vertical  thrust  of  the  win- 
dows which  is  continued  in  the  peaked  dormer  windows,  which  creates  a 
coronet  around  the  roof  cone. 

The  State  Street  Block(5),  177-199  State  Street,  designed  by  Gridley 
J.  F.  Bryant  (1858)  is  a  massive  structure  of  dark  rough-hewn  granite. 
Granite  ornamentation  is  severe  and  limited  to  the  keystones  of  the 
segmental-arched  windows,  plain  string  courses,  and  the  heavy  bracketed 
cornice.  On  the  McKinley  Square  facade,  the  cornice  breaks  into  an  arched 
pediment  under  v/hich  a  decorative  globe  of  the  world  is  mounted.  Although 
the  Block  was  truncated  by  demolition  of  the  majority  of  its  bays  and  some 
roof  and  ground  floor  alterations  have  occurred,  the  monumental  character 
of  the  building  is  preserved. 

The  mixed  commercial  fabric  of  this  district  is  further  enhanced  by 
several  structures  illustrating  later  Victorian  architectural  style. 

Two  rough-hewn  granite-faced  buildings  remain  at  #50  (c.  1860)  and 
109  Broad  Street  (1870)(6).  Both  display  mansard  roofs  and  string  courses 
between  stories.  #50  Broad  Street  has  a  more  consciously  decorative  use  of 
granite  in  the  corbelled  cornice,  bracketed  lintels,  and  on  the  ground 
floor,  arched  keystone  window  frames.  #109  Broad  Street  has  segmental 
arched  windows  still  intact  on  the  upper  floors,  but  ground  floor  altera- 
tions obscure  the  original  openings. 

#99  Broad  Street  (1854)  and  the  Pond  Building  (1854)(7)  at  #1  Faneuil 
^all  Square  are  noteworthy  examples  of  slab-granite  construction.  The 
huge  flat  surfaced  blocks  are  interrupted  only  by  the  trabiated  window 
and  door  openings. 
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7.  Continued 

The  Chadwick  Lead  Works  176-184  High  Street(8).  Designed  by  William  G. 
Preston  in  1887  with  a  functional  lead  drop  tower,  it  is  a  leading  example 
of  commercial  architecture  in  Boston  after  the  fire  of  1872.   It  is  a 
brick  structure  with  brownstone  and  terra  cotta  ornamenation,  and  large 
round  headed  arches  containing  pairs  of  windows. 

The  Harvard  Club,  22  Batterymarch(9) .  This  handsome  French  Renaissance 
Revival  edifice  was  designed  by  Ball  and  Dabney  in  1893.  It  is  a  brick 
building  with  a  stone  ground  floor  decorated  with  keyed  voussoir  arches 
and  paired  windows  above  outlined  by  a  narrow  stone  molding. 

114  State  Street(lO).  This  cast-iron  commercial  building,  circa  1850, 
with  arcaded  fenestration  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the-  district. 
The  ground  floor  has  been  altered  radically. 

8.  Continued 

The  Custom  House  district  is  an  architectural  environment  of  great 
heterogeneity  in  form,  scale,  materials,  and  styles.  Constructed  through 
a  century,  the  changing  techniques  and  attitudes  of  development  are 
reflected  in  the  variety  of  plot  sizes  and  building  scales.  Yet,  the 
transitions  between  the  juxtaposed  forms  are  successful.  The  broad  base 
and  height  of  the  twentieth  century  Batterymarch  Building  does  not  disturb 
the  solidity  of  the  granite  warehouses.  The  fanciful  treatment  of  the 
many  Italianate  structures  balances  the  reserve  of  the  small  Federal  style 
brick  buildings.  A  combination  of  textures  and  colors  can  be  found  in  a 
single  building  such  as  those  facing  Water  Street  at  Liberty  Square,  or  in 
a  complete  street  scape  such  as  Merchants  Row.  This  variety  when  set  upon 
an  irregular  street  pattern  creates  many  strong  spaces  of  surprising  contrast 
and  a  system  of  well  defined  vistas.  This  district  of  commercial  architecture, 
which  honors  mercantile  Boston,: a  delicately  balanced  yet  successful 
mixture.  '  ' 
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Cambridge,  1968. 

Winsor,  Juston,  ed.  Memorial  History  of  Boston.  4  vols.  Boston  1881-1886. 


<—  eg  m  **  oi  o       r>. 


o 


u 

r) 


UJ 
UJ 


Form   10-301 
(July  1969) 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 
NATIONAL   PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
PROPERTY  MAP  FORM 

(Type  all  entries  -  attach  to  or  enclose  with  map) 

STATE 

Massachusetts 

COUN  TY 

Suffolk 

FOR  NPS  USE  ONLY 

EN  TRY    NUMBER 

DATE 

1.    NAME                                                                                                                                                                                                                             1 

COMMON  : 

Custom  House  District 

AND'OR    HISTORIC: 

2.    LOCATION       •                                                                                                                                                                                               i 

STREET    AND    NUM  BER; 

CI  TY    OR    TOWN: 

Boston 

STATE: 

Massachusetts 

CODE 

COUNTY  : 

Suffolk 

CODE 

025 

025 

3.    MAP  REFERENCt 

SOURCE: 

Topographic  &  Planimetric  Survey  of  the   City  of  Boston 

SCALE; 

1:100 

DATE: 

1967 

4.    REQUIREMENTS 

TO    BE    INCLUDED    ON    ALL    MAPS 

1.  Property  broundories   where  required. 

2.  North  arrow. 

3.  Latitude  and   longitude  reference. 

z 
o 

h- 
u 

D 

a: 

I- 


ai 
lu 


Form  10-301                      UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
(July  1969)                                                 'national   PARK  SERVICE 

STATE 

Massachusetts 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 

COUN  TY 

Suffolk 

PROPERTY  MAP  FORM 

FOR  NPS  use  only 

(Type  all  entries  -  attach  to  or  enclose  with  map) 

ENTRY    NUMBER 

DATE 

1.    NAME 

COMMON:                     Custom  Hou<;p   Di 'Strict 

AND     OR    HISTORIC: 

2.    LOCATION                                                                                                                                                                                                      1 

STREET    AND    NUMBER: 

CI  TY    OR    TOWN: 

Boston 

STATE: 

Massachusetts 

CODE 

COUNTY: 

Suffolk 

CODE 

025 

025 

3.    WAP  REFERENCE 

SOURCE: 

USG5  7.5'   Series  Boston  South  Ouadranqle 

scale:              1:24,000 

date:                                 IQBG 

4.    REQUIREMENTS 

TO    BE    INCLUDED    ON     ALU    MAPS 

1.  Property  broundaries   where  required. 

2.  North  arrow. 

3.  Latitude  and    longitude  reference. 
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